
Dear Editor,

Once again, Congress has subjected Americans to the drama of uncertainty by failing to pass legislation that gives health security to elderly and disabled patients. Because Congress failed to prevent the 27.4 percent cut in Medicare payment for physician services, family physicians will see devastating losses for each Medicare and TRICARE beneficiary they see, starting Jan. 1, 2012.

Worse, private insurers pattern their payment to match Medicare, promising an additional cascade of plummeting revenue to pay employees, office rent and utilities, and vendors for medical supplies. 

No small business — as many family physician practices are — can sustain that kind of loss and remain open. No other business sector is routinely subjected to this variability and uncertainty. Congress must end patients’ health insecurity by averting the draconian Medicare physician pay cut and establishing a permanent change to the formula that dictates Medicare payment.  

We don’t need political brinksmanship. We don’t need political drama. We need solutions. We need permanent reform of Medicare physician payment. And we need it now.

Sincerely,
Sample Letter to the Editor








